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de 1'Elysee, northwest of the Place de la
Concorde, while across the river, south of
the square, is the building1 of the Chamber
of Deputies. On the He de la Cite is the
Palace of Justice, where the law courts are
held; it is famous for its prison, the Concier-
gerie, within which Marie Antoinette, Robe-
spierre and other famous personages of the
Revolution were confined. North of the
island is the Hotel de Ville (City Hall).
Many other elegant public buildings, includ-
ing the palaces, schools, hospitals and char-
itable institutions, are located in different
parts of the city.
Among the churches the chief is the Cathe-
dral of Notre Dame, situated on the He de la
Cite. The Madeleine, a modern structure, is
a handsome imitation of a Greek temple, and
within, it is gorgeously decorated. The
Pantheon, in the form of a Greek cross, is
another notable church. The Grand Opera
House, which covers nearly three acres of
ground, is a magnificent structure that cost
about $5,500,000. The chief educational in-
stitution is the University of Paris. In the
vicinity of the Sorbonne, which was the name
of the building occupied by the old University
of France, are the College of France, the
Schools of Medicine and Law, the Observa-
tory, the Ecole Polytechnic and the Jardin
des Plantes. The Bibliotheque Rationale
(National Library) contains about 2,600,000
volumes, besides surpassingly great collec-
tions of manuscripts, coins and historic relics
of various kinds. The art collections of Paris
are the pride of France and have been gath-
ered from all parts of Europe. No city sur-
passes Paris in the value and interest of these
collections.
In the parks and public places of Paris are
many fine monuments of various kinds. Be-
sides the statuary which has been erected in
memory of famous Frenchmen, there are sev-
eral very pretentious and remarkable monu-
ments that deserve special mention. In the
Place de FEtoile is the largest triumphal arch
in existence. As it is located on a slight
eminence, it is visible from almost every part
of Paris. In the center of the Place Vendome
rises a column 142 feet high, built in imita-
tion of Trajan's column at Borne. On it are
represented memorable scenes of the wars of
1805, down to the Battle of Austerlitz, At the
top is a statue of Napoleon in Ms imperial
robes. The granite obelisk in the center of the
Place de la Concorde once stood in front of
 the gateway to the great Temple of Luxor, in
Upper Egypt. In 1831 this was presented to
Louis Philippe by Mohammed Ali, then
viceroy of Egypt. The monolith, thickly in-
scribed with hieroglyphics that tell of the
exploits of Rameses II, is reddish granite,
from the quarries of Assuan, and is seventy-
six feet high. It rests on a pedestal of French
granite thirteen feet high. The location of
the Bastille, the famous old prison which was
destroyed in the Revolution, is marked by a
bronze column resting on a base which makes
the whole monument 154 feet in height.
Government. Paris is under the national
government, and its chief executive is the
prefect of the Seine, appointed by the gov-
ernment. A town council, of which there are
eighty members, four from each of the twenty
wards of districts of the city, is chosen by
the people. Each of the twenty districts, or
arrondissements, has a mayor and two as-
sistant councilors and is to a certain extent
an independent organization, as it assesses
and collects its own taxes and administers
most of its ordinary affairs, subject, however,
to the control of the municipal council. The
city is well regulated and policed, and its
streets are kept marvelously neat and clean.
Many of the public utilities are owned and
operated by the city. The tendency is to-
ward municipal ownership of all. Paris has
an excellent school system, which provides for
the education of its children from the time
they are infants until they have passed
through high school and are ready for en-
trance to university or college. Attendance
is not compulsory in all schools, but a cer-
tain amount of education is required of every
child. The control of so many public enter-
prises and utilities makes the annual ex-
penses enormous.
Commerce and Industry. Paris nas some
large manufacturing establishments, and
more are coming into existence, but its chief
importance has been in the great number of
comparatively small factories or workshops,
in which small and elegant articles of all
kinds are made in the choicest manner. No
other city in the word equals Paris in the ex-
cellence and varied character of its objects
of art and luxury—perfumes, gloves, arti-
ficial flowers, toys, jewelry, botanical and
surgical instruments and a host of articles
that a Inxury-lovang world enjoys. Paris is
the commercial metropolis of France and has
an enormous trade in manufactured articles

